
Study Guide for Fundamentals of Ethics 

 

Chapter 6: Natural Law and Natural Rights 

1. Give a definition of natural law theory.  

2. Discuss Aristotle’s notion of human nature and the human good.  

3. Discuss Thomas Aquinas’ contribution to natural law theory.  

4. Evaluate natural law theory.  

5. Describe the basis of rights according to natural rights theorists.  

6. Evaluate natural rights theory.  

7. Formulate your own opinion on these theories.  

Key Terms 
 

Telos   Natural Order   Descriptive Law 

Goal   Teleological   Prescriptive Law 

Nature   Aristotle   Aquinas 

Locke   Hobbes   Human Rights 

Virtue   The Mean   Natural Rights 

 


